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and is to be struck only in gold, the 
intention of the foundress being that 
it shall constitute a reward and rec- 
ognition for work done rather than 
an encouragement to further 
achievement. The designs are the 
work of Theodore Spicer-Simson of 
New York, who has expressed on 
the faces of the medal the symbol- 
ism of the two sciences. 

The conception of "Paleontolo- 
gia" is the development and emer- 
gence of life from the rocks. The 
female figure portraying the attain- 
ment of life, high in promise and 
fertility, is struggling to release her- 
self from her ancestral environment, 
the rocks of the earth, and strains 
upward with exalted face toward the 
rising sun whose beams are break- 
ing away the mists of the morning ; 
about the rock ledges the eternal 
sea is pursuing its endless work of 
erosion and deposition. This central 
device is^ framed by representatives 
of lower forms of life, the encircling 
margin being a graceful crinoid with 
its stem, the branches of its calyx 
merging delicately into the crests of 
the waves. 

The reverse is a more purely con- 
ventional and simple conception ex- 
pressing the outweighing importance 
of practical observation and deter- 
mination over against the deductive 
and speculative treatise. 

The pictures here given are the 
full size of the medal which it is 
planned to award annually and these 
awards will be of international 
scope. 

THE ENGINEERING FOUNDA- 
TION 
An anonymous gift of $200,000 
toward a five-million-dollar fund for 
the promotion of research in science 
and in engineering is announced by 
Engineering Foundation at its head- 
quarters in the Engineering So- 
cieties Building, New York City. This 



contribution brings the foundation's 
fund to $500,000. It is the aim of the 
foundation to obtain one million dol- 
lars by January first. 

The Engineering Foundation was 
organized to care for the gifts aggre- 
gating $300,000 of Ambrose Swasey, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, the income from 
tnese gifts being devoted to research. 
Since its organization as a trust fund 
in 1914, the funds of the foundation 
have been used to aid the National 
Research Council and others in per- 
forming research directly connected 
with engineering. Mr. Swasey's gifts 
were made to United Engineering 
Society as a nucleus of a large en- 
dowment "for the furtherance of re- 
search in science and in engineering, 
or for the advancement in any other 
manner of the profession of engineer- 
ing and the good of mankind." 

The Engineering Foundation is ad- 
ministered by the engineering found- 
ation board composed of members 
from the American Society of Civil 
Engineers, American Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, 
American Society of Mechanical En- 
gineers, and American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers and members at 
large. The board is a department of 
United Engineering Society. It is the 
instrumentality of the founder so- 
cieties named for the stimulation, di- 
rection and support of research. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

The only scientific men of distinc- 
tion whose death has been reported 
during the past month is Theodore 
Flournoy, formerly professor of 
physiology and psychology at the 
University of Geneva. 

Dr. Edward Rhodes Stitt, head 
of the Naval Medical School at 
Washington, D. C, has been ap- 
pointed Surgeon General of the 
Navy, to succeed Surgeon General 
Braisted, who retired on Novem- 
ber 26. 



